    Minutes of the Downfield Parent Partnership meeting

	Date:  13.05.2019
	Time:      18.00hrs
	Location:        Downfield Primary School
	2018-19 Meeting number: 6

	Present
	John Anderson-McGuinness (Chair), Elaine Hallyburton (Clerk), Karen Emmett, Fiona Ballie, Andria Hovell, Louise Buist (Treasurer), Irene Oswald,  Vikki Reilly, Estelle Coulthard, Kirsten Brownlie, Nikki McNeill, Natalie Sturrock

	Apologies
	 Kalli Morris, Stuart Johnston, Debbie Steele


	No
	Item
	Discussion
	Responsibility/ Action

	2
	Minutes of 
previous Meeting -

Matters arising.

Approval.
	Matters arising
Virgin money pack still to be sent to the school.
Louise Buist approved and Natalie Sturrock seconded. 
	

	3
	Attendance and lateness projects
	Dundee City Council has updated their policy on School Attendance and Lateness.  There are some concerning trends and patterns of lateness that the school is keen to tackle.  They want to support children as much as they possibly can.  The following small test of change are being considered.
1. Closing the side door of the school that normally remains open until about 09.10.  Children who are running late would then have to come in the main entrance.  Kirsten will be there to have a chat with late children.

2. Samba drumming on Monday morning to encourage all children to come to school on time at the start of the week.

3. Walking buses.  Parent volunteers would be needed for this.

4. Identify parents of children who are struggling to come to school.  Ask parents what could be done to help.

5. A Friday morning activity, first thing in the playground.

6. Alarm clocks for children.
	Karen to send out to all parents the attendance percentage for the school.
Karen to share Policy and Procedures.

	4
	City-wide recap
	Please see attached.
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	5
	Dalguise
	Everyone had a great time.  However, this residential trip is proving to be very expensive.  Fiona B has been researching alternatives.  Dundee’s Ancrum Activity Centre has put together a programme and is offering 20% discount (£120 per head, including transport.)  This will still be a residential, but the children will stay in the Sea Cadet Centre in Broughty Ferry. It will also mean, children who aren’t keen to be away from home can still come along during the day.  The school is going to trial this in September, week commencing 16th September.  There will be a 14 week payment plan (£7.50 p/wk.)  The school and children will report back to Ancrum Activity Centre what works well and what doesn’t.
	Fiona B to speak to next year’s P7 cohort.


	6
	Summer Fair
	The Summer Fair organisation is underway.  There is still goodies left over from the Bingo evening which will be added.  There will be the same stalls as last year.

	Dress Down Day needs to be organised.

	7
	Events Dates for Lets Next Session
	5th June – P1 Induction 6-7pm

29th August – AGM 6.00pm, Meeting 6.30pm

30th October – Hallowe’en Disco
29th November – Christmas Fair

12th February – Mid-term Disco

23rd April – Bingo

5th June – Summer Fair
	

	8
	AOB
	Play Equipment – This is ongoing and will hopefully be ordered and installed by the last week in July.  This is a shortfall in the funding by about 3k.  DPP have agreed to donate 1.5k and the school will donate the other 1.5k.
DPP have also agreed to pay £300 for football strips and £500 for hoodies.

Equalities Group – They have won a Diana award for Equality & Inclusion.  The group is now going to look at hidden disabilities.  Parents have come forward to talk about their hidden disabilities.  The group will be creating a leaflet and poster around this.
	


Approval of minutes:
	Proposed by:                                          
	Seconded by:
	Signed: 



	Date: 
	Date: 
	Date: 
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    Minutes of City-Wide Parent Meeting


		Date:  24.04.19

		Time:      19:00 hrs

		Location:        City Chambers

		2018-18 Meeting number: 



		Present

		Taletta Jamieson, Elaine Hallyburton - Clerk, Mary O’Connor – Ardler & Baldragon, Diane Martin – Craigiebarns, Keren Green – Craigiebarns, Katie Radtke – Kingspark, Liz Richardi – Craigie High, Jim Low – St Mary’s & St John’s, Vikki Flynn – St Mary’s, John Anderson-McGuinness – Downfield, Lynn Cowderoy – Craigowl, Ashley Younger – Craigowl, Fiona Mack – Ancrum Road, Leigh Armstrong – Mill of Mains, Louise Armstrong – Grove Academy, Daniel Courtney – Clepington, Shona Sneddon – Braeview Academy, Tara Javed – Forthill, Maria Miller – Morgan Academy, Paul Clancy – Dundee City Council, Fiona McHugh – St Johns High, Pam Nesbitt – Dundee City Council, Jenni McKay – Dundee City Council, Kenny McKeown – Dundee City Council, Fiona Kelbie – Child Poverty Action Group



		Apologies

		 SS Peter & Paul’s, Harris Academy, Blackness, Tayview, St Paul’s, Glebelands





		No

		Item

		Discussion

		Responsibility/ Action



		2

		Minutes of 

previous Meeting -


Matters arising.


Approval.

		Paul Clancy welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Matters Arising


It was confirmed Tayside Contracts meals will be centrally made for Primary and Secondary School from 2020.



		



		3

		Guidance provided to staff on the use of Twitter

		Jenni McKay presented to the group ways to best use Twitter. 

· It is good practice to see what other schools are doing. 

· Follow central DCC staff and Children and Families Learning teams.


· Do not use sensitive content.


· Check before re-tweeting if you don’t know who they are.


· Praise is good.


· Use lots of visuals 

· Get in the habit of using the following hashtags #DundeeLearning.  Note, each word has a capital to make it more accessible to all.

		Jenni McKay to organise Drop-In sessions for Parents.



		4

		Suggestions needed on how we can extend our reach with parental engagement/awareness of  past of the review on Online Safety Events

		 The number of parents who attended the Online Safety events was very low.  The group discussed what could be done to improve attendance.  Parents felt they were not given enough notice, they would prefer 2-3 weeks’ notice.  All details were sent to schools well in advance, but the information was not passed on in time.

		



		5

		Cost of the School Day

		Fiona Kelbie, from Child Poverty Action Group came along to talk about the Cost of the School Day.  

DCC has four pledges in place:


1. No child or young person in Dundee will start school without a breakfast.


2. No child in Dundee will miss out on their Primary 7 residential trip due to cost.


3. All schools will develop a Cost of the School Day action plan by the end of session 2018/19.


4. All children and young people on Dundee will have access to an affordable school uniform.


More information can be found at http://www.cpag.org.uk/content/cost-school-day-dundee and https://www.npfs.org.uk/2017/11/cost-of-the-school-day-parent-council-toolkit/



		Chairs to discuss with their individual schools how they can be involved with the Cost of the School Day.



		6

		Update on Primary Swimming

		This is ongoing.  A number of pilots have taken place across Dundee, but still need to be discussed with Head Teachers.



		



		8

		Update on Informal School Estate Consultation

		As part of Dundee’s commitment to improve the school/learning estate in Dundee, Dundee City Council wishes to gather views on a number of possible developments, some of which may be taken forward in partnership with Angus and Perth & Kinross Councils.  This will conclude in June.  More information can be found at: https://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/news/article?article_ref=3375



		



		9

		Creating a New Framework for Out of School Care (including breakfast clubs, after school clubs, holiday clubs and child minders)

		The Scottish Government is looking to create a new framework for Out of School Care.  Two workshops, to discuss this, will be held in Dundee, at St Joseph’s Primary School, on Tuesday 30th April, at 2pm and 6pm.



		



		10 

		Children and Families Services Committee Parent Representatives 2019/20

		The following parents are now the Children and Families Services Committee Parent Representatives for 2019/20:


Tara Javed – Primary representative


John Anderson McGuinness – Secondary representative


Katie Radtke – Complex Additional Support Needs Delivery Group

		



		11

		Road Safety Update

		Road safety and parking are ongoing issues in Dundee.  A Road Safety film has been made, highlighting all the dangers and issues around Dundee schools.  This film will be going out to all schools.

		



		12

		AOCB

		School Crossing Patrollers – DCC is reviewing operations across primary and secondary schools, especially the delivery of school crossing patrollers at lunchtime.  As they are not being utilised, at some point they may be re-deployed elsewhere.

		





Approval of minutes:
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