    Minutes of the Downfield Parent Partnership meeting

	Date:  31.08.17
	Time:      19:00 hrs
	Location:        Downfield Primary School
	2018-19 Meeting number: 1

	Present
	John Anderson-McGuinness (Chair), Estelle Mitchell (Vice Chair), Louise Buist (Treasurer), Natalie Sturrock (Vice Treasurer), Elaine Hallyburton (Clerk), Nikki McNeill, Vickie Anderson- McGuinness, Stuart Johnston, Irene Oswald, Alex Menzies, Vikki Reilly, Andria Hovell, Fiona Ballie, Donna Butchart, Lauren Nicol

	Apologies
	 Karen Emmett, Katja Savigny


	No
	Item
	Discussion
	Responsibility/ Action

	2
	Minutes of 
previous Meeting -

Matters arising.

Approval.
	Minutes of meeting approved by Natalie Sturrock and seconded by Louise Buist 

	

	3
	Encouraging Dads into School
	Estelle talked about encouraging dads into school.  A focus group is going to be established after Christmas to look at this. Estelle has given Karen Emmett all the information about encouraging dads, to read over.
	

	4
	Homework
	Fiona B is aware that the Homework Policy needs to be reviewed again, She would like to get a group together to look at e.g. how much homework is being sent home and its validity.
	Homework Policy to be added to next meeting’s agenda.
Fiona to ask teachers for examples of their homework grids.

	5
	Car Park
	There have been issues with the school’s car park barrier, so it had remained up for a while.  This led to people driving into the car park too fast.  The barrier is now fixed, so this should slow cars down again.  Fiona B has spoken to staff and Social Work team re: not parking on grass verges or at the turning point at the top of the car park, as they both cause blind spots and would make it difficult for the Fire Brigade to manoeuvre vehicles, if and when required.

	

	6
	Citizenship Groups and Friday afternoons in school this session
	Friday afternoons are looking hugely different.  Golden time has not been going well, so this has been replaced with the following :
Every 2nd Friday children will attend Citizenship Groups.  There are 13 in total.  Teachers and support staff have all been allocated a group to work with.  This will be great for building relationships and self-esteem.

The Friday in between will be House Activities.  Children will get together in their houses and organise activities and events for their houses.  Working together and good manners will be promoted here.

The 4th Friday will be Fit Friday.  A calendar of events has now uploaded to the school’s website.  However, this is very fluid and subject to change.
One Friday out of four the children are with their designated class. 

	

	7
	Paul Dix – Good to be green
	Karen has asked if the PC would like some copies of Paul Dix’s book When Adults Change, Everything Changes.  The book is all about praising rather than shaming.

Fiona B is going to the Paul Dix conference and will report back.

A representative from Pivitol Education is coming to talk to staff about this book at the In-Service day in November.  
	DPP would like some copies.

	8
	Outdoor play space grant - update
	The money (11k) is at the point of going to tender.  This slows down the whole process, but also ensures a far better deal for their money.
Alex point out that the sooner they get their next application in, the better the chance of success.
	John, Karen and Property meeting Friday 7th to discuss this.


	9
	AOB
	New addition to Parental Involvement Officers.

Lauren Nicol introduced herself to the DPP.  She will now be the new contact for Downfield Parent Partnership.

Disco Dates

Hallowe’en – 30.10.18, 6pm-7pm, 7.15pm-8.15pm

Valentines – 13.02.19, 6pm-7pm, 7.15pm-8.15pm

P7 Parent Sup Group

P7 parents are to be asked if they would like to form a sub group to organise fundraising events for Dalguise, the P7 BBQ and Leaver T-Shirts.

Cupboard Space

This is an ongoing issue.

Fiona Ballie thanked everyone on Downfield’s Parent Partnership for their help and support.  Good relationships have been formed.

DONM – Monday 1st October @ 6pm
	lauren.nicol@dundeecity.gov.uk
Estelle to book DJ for both.

Estelle to join this group as the representative for DPP.
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