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18th March 2024
Dear Parents/Carers,
HT update – Term 3
So nice to at long last have the lighter nights beginning!  It’s been a wee while since my last update to you so I thought I would send out some information and reminders for events coming up.

We welcomed visitors earlier this term from His Majesty’s Inspectors for Education at the beginning of February.  The inspection was positive and there were no surprises in the feedback, which was heartening.  I would like to thank all parents, carers and our partners who engaged with the inspectors during the inspection week or filled in questionnaires.  We look forward to sharing the inspection report with you in due course.  

All our classes have been busy creating books their own books this term, as we always do in term 3.  This is an opportunity for the children to be ‘authors’ and you are all invited into school so that your child can share their own book with you. Our book launch day is this Thursday, 21st March, with doors opening for this event at 2.30pm.  Head to your child’s class.  Last year the turnout was phenomenal and the children like the opportunity to share their writing with you.  
This week is British Sign Language week.  All our pupils learn a little BSL during our assemblies and in class.  Watch our twitter (or X as it is now known!) feed for updates.  You can follow us - @DownfieldPS 😊
Our P7 pupils are fundraising to help fund their end of year leavers celebrations and activities.  They are holding bake sales next week….Mon/Tues/Weds they are organising a tuck shop for the children during each break time.  Most items are around 20p. A parent sale will take place in our hall on Wednesday 27th at 2.45pm.  
Our P6 pupils are visiting Downfield Mains Church next Tuesday 26th March during the afternoon for an input on ‘The Easter Journey’.  This is always an enjoyable visit, supporting our RME curriculum. 
Our Parent Council are meeting this evening at 6pm here in school – all parents welcome!   It is Downfield Primary’s 150th Birthday this year!  Our school opened it’s doors for the first time in 1874.  We are one of the oldest schools in Dundee!  We are busy planning events for this year to celebrate, as well as dedicating a whole school project around this momentous occasion.  We are involving parents in the planning of this, through our parent council – please get involved!

There are still a few children coming to school and complaining they are cold when outside at lunch time.  It can still be a little cold and wet in our playground at this time of year. Can I please ask that parents make sure their children bring coats with them as some of the children seem to be forgetting to bring them and end up trying to spend their lunchtimes in the toilets! If any families need help with warm clothing for their children, please let us know.  We are happy to help.  Chris Anderson and Stacey Dyer, our school and family workers, can often help with things like this.   
This school term finishes on Thursday 28th March at our usual time of 3.15pm. Term 4 begins on Monday 15th April 2024.  What a quick year it has been! 
In the new term we have a number of things happening…..a wee reminder of dates below (with some recent additions!):
28th March – P4 trip to McTaggart Centre

From 15th April…..our two P5 classes are ice skating (alternate Mondays)
19th April – House activity afternoon 

25th April – Nurture group trip to McTaggart Centre

1st May – P3 trip to McTaggart Centre 

2nd May - Inservice day
6th May - Public Holiday
10th May - Fit Friday 

17th May – Sports day (younger pupils am/older pupils pm)

27th May - Public holiday Monday
29th/30th May – P1-4 Child Smile 

5th June – Baldragon Parent Event for P7 parents 5.30pm 

6th June – Nurture group trip to Piper Dam 

7th June – Fit Friday 

11th June – New P1 Parent event/info evening  – 6pm 

12/13/14th June – P7 induction days at secondary school 

w/b 17th June – pupil reports go out to parents/carers this week 

20th June – Celebrating Success Ceremony at Downfield Mains

21st June – BBQ outside for school lunches (menu change)

24th June – P7 leavers activity 

28th June – end of term 12pm finish 
Our attendance figures for pupils missing school days still leaves a lot of room for improvement, and as a school we have some of the poorest attendance rates in the city.  Please ensure your child attends school unless they are genuinely really poorly.  If you are unsure send them to school and give us a call at the office so we can keep an eye on your child.  If they are genuinely ill we will call you! Let’s improve everyone’s attendance right up the end of this term and next! We are sending out some info regarding pupil attendance before the end of term, where we have concerns.  Please call either myself or Chris our School and Families worker if you have questions or wish advice/support. 
Kind regards,
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Mrs Karen Emmett 

Head Teacher
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Dundee Translation & Interpretation Service, Mitchell Street Centre, Mitchell Street, Dundee DD2 2L.J.
Tel: 01382 435825 Fax: 01382 435805

For information about Dundee City Council visit our website - www.dundeecity.gov.uk




[image: image4.jpg]Downfield




[image: image3.png]

_1223896328.bin

