[image: image3.png]Nf\\\’

Dundeg CHA

P FORTHE



[image: image4.png]If you have trouble understanding English please contact the address below

- PR o e s s, 3 q
1@&‘1{%6/}%6%2,14!9& u:&’u:é’wﬁi;m
a9 308 féafen miwe fe's afsaet 3et 3 37 fqur 598 w3 & It fe3 v 3 Fiuga 91
Jezeli masz trudnosci w zrozumieniu jezyka angielskiego, skontaktuj si¢ na ponizej podany adres:

WMRIRHATFE AR RS, RS T it

Dundee Translation & Interpretation Service, Mitchell Street Centre, Mitchell Street, Dundee DD2 2L.J.
Tel: 01382 435825 Fax: 01382 435805

For information about Dundee City Council visit our website - www.dundeecity.gov.uk




[image: image3.png]





16th September 2022
Dear Parent/Carer,
HT Update Newsletter - September 2022
What a strange term this has been in many ways.  Impending (then cancelled) strike action, the passing of our queen, Queen Elizabeth II as well as the usual settling in with new teachers, welcoming new staff and successful P7 residential has made this term like no other.  I would like to personally thank you as parents and my staff team for their support the last few weeks, which has seen high levels of absence impacting the school.  I appreciate parents being understanding during this time and thank my team who, as usual, go above and beyond.  

As you are aware, the school will be closed this coming Monday to allow families the opportunity to watch the Queen’s funeral at home amongst family and loved ones.  This is a historical moment not seen within our lifetime and we will discuss the events of the day with all the pupils when they return to school on Tuesday morning.  The children have created the most beautiful floral tribute to our late queen, with each child in the school contributing to the display in our assembly hall.  Parents and carers will be able to see this during our upcoming parent contact evenings. 
You should have received our school year calendar 2022 2023 with dates of school events for the year.  I can only apologise for the additional time taken to get this out to families, but I was keen to ensure as many dates as possible were included and some were subject to last minute changes, given the events of the last few weeks.  

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]Downfield




[image: image7.png]



For your information, we have been given the unique opportunity by BAFTA in partnership with Place2Be for BAFTA to attend our school on Wednesday 22nd September.  

 INCLUDEPICTURE  "cid:1340fa04-f4f2-4a45-9b94-d579bde39185" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


            
BAFTA's Children's Roadshow is aimed at P4 - P7 includes a 'Behind the Scenes' assembly featuring positive role models from BAFTA-nominated and award-winning films, games and television programmes, as well as a television presenting masterclass. The children are encouraged to use creativity to explore and express their feelings and aspirations, and the presence of famous faces in the school (TV presenters from CBBC and Newsround) ensures that each roadshow is a memorable and enjoyable experience for pupils and teachers alike.  Only a small number of schools nationally each year are selected for this, so we feel very fortunate to have our visitors with us.  We will share some of this event with our parents via SEESAW and our Twitter feed @DownfieldPS.  If you haven’t yet managed to get onto SEESAW, please let the school office know.  We are happy to help you with this.  
Our Parent Council meeting and AGM this term had to be moved around (more than once!) due to issues beyond everyone’s control.  The PP chair and school have decided to use our next meeting, October 3rd at 6pm, to catch up on school business and parent partnership, as well as hold an AGM meeting.  The meeting will be in the school hall, but you may also like to join us via the follow virtual ZOOM link: 
Topic: Parent Partnership AGM
Time: Oct 3, 2022 06:00 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75613253020?pwd=5gQaFu6FppagL7QDZiXfWj586aNobt.1

Meeting ID: 756 1325 3020
Passcode: XzKW6D

Topic: Parent Partnership Meeting
Time: Oct 3, 2022 06:40 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74254251660?pwd=nOyTk6Jl6xQW96Xgi4DHmSBCYAjMAW.1

Meeting ID: 742 5425 1660
Passcode: 7eZszZ
There are 2 links as we are limited to 40 minutes for each link. Please join us, you will get a chance to hear about the development work of the school this year, visit our library and classrooms, meet the leadership team and discuss how parental partnership can support the school journey. 
We are busy planning our Parent Contact meetings, to be held from 4pm on Tuesday 27th and Thursday 29th September.  It is a brief 8-minute meeting with your child’s teacher. Senior Leadership Team are also around if you wish to catch us, as well as key staff who deliver support for learning, our school and family development worker Kirsten and other staff.  We have arranged interpreters for one of the dates to help families who need this type of support for their meeting.  Letters will be sent out this week – appointments are allocated on a first come first served basis.  Can I take this opportunity to thanks parents and family members who popped in for our meet the teacher event at the end of week one.  This was well-attended, and I know the children were delighted so many of you were able to come.  Staff all commented how lovely it was to have parents back in our building again!

We have booked the Travelling Bookfair to school from Friday 23rd September and will be here during parent contact evenings.  Feel free to browse the books with your children and order anything you like.  Children will also be visiting the Bookfair with their own teacher and class – your child’s teacher will let you know when their time is happening so they can bring money with them if they wish to purchase a book. 

Support for families – we have been given a small number of SIM cards for distribution to families who have no internet connection at home.  These cards are already loaded with data, but cannot make calls, they will only allow pupil devices to connect to internet to allow home study for the purposes of online learning or homework completion.  If this is something you need for your child and do not already have access to internet at home, please contact the school office.  Once they are gone, they are gone!
We seem to have already collected a vast range of lost property in a few short weeks this term.  Please – a wee plea – please name all items as all the items in lost property have no names and cannot therefore be easily reunited with their owners!  The rail is currently in the foyer – we would encourage parents to have a look and reclaim any lost items.  We will also make sure it is available during our upcoming parents’ events.  Such a shame to see good quality almost new clothing go to waste!  
Hope to see you all soon at upcoming school events.  
Kindest regards,
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Mrs Karen Emmett 

Head Teacher
November


1st P5 Class assembly


2nd Flu Vaccination


4th House Activities


10/11th Inset Days 2 & 3, school closed to pupils


14th & 15th Nursery Parent Meetings (pre school)


21st Parent Partnership Meeting, 6pm


22nd P3 class assembly





September


15th P1 Tele/Courier Photo


19th Exceptional Closure


22nd Bafta visit to our school


22nd Traveling Book Fair 


27th Parents Evening, 4-6.30pm


28th Rag bag Collection


28th & 30th P1 Parent Lunch


29th Parents Evening, 4-6.30pm


29th P1 Eye Screening








October


3rd Parent Partnership Meeting 


& AGM 6pm


3rd FIT Friday


7th Sports Champion Visit


7th End of term 1, 3.15pm 


24st School reopens for term 2


26th School Disco TBC
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