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What a quick term it has been! We
have loved having our pupils back in
school and I would like to thank all our
parents for their support thus far. We
would also like to thank all those who
added their views to our parent
‘learning from lockdown’ survey. Details
of the results are attached to this
newsletter. The feedback was
overwhelmingly positive with a few
actions for us to consider and improve
upon.
We hope you have been enjoying our
pupil assemblies. These have been

posted online each week for parents
and carers to view via our YouTube
channel. We share learning from the
week from a variety of classes, shout
outs and stars of the week. We can’t
invite parents in at the moment – but
you can see what is going on within
the school ‘virtually’. Make sure you
take a wee look – the staff and
children tell us they love the videos!
Our assemblies will give you an
insight into what is going on in school
and a chance to share some of the
pupils’ successes each week. Mrs E

Digital Equity Support
This national strategy sets out a
clear pathway towards ensuring
that all of Scotland’s educators,
learners and parents take full
advantage of the opportunities
offered by digital technology. It

School Improvement Priorities
Our improvement plan this year has the
focus of Recovery as well as Improvement.
Our parent friendly plan is attached and
details what we are focusing on this year
and how we have managed our school
return for pupils, staff, and families. The
:
one thing that will be a big focus for our
school community is Digital Technology. As
a school community we would like to work
together to support everyone’s skills, with a
big focus on the family learning aspect of
this, alongside digital safety too. We will be
sending out questionnaires and surveys
next term to ask what you would like us to
focus on and to explain how you can
become involved. Watch this space!

Pupil Equity Funding 2020/21: This year our PEF allocation was
£146000, but we also had an underspend in last year’s PEF which is
carried forward for use this year. We are using this in the following ways
this year:


Continue our Place 2 Be children counselling service within school
£31,000



Additional staffing – 2 teachers, a variety of support staff £165,000



Nurture provision and associated supports for learning £5,000



IT resources, including’ laptops on loan’, laptops for class use, smart
boards for classrooms.

aims to ensure all learners and
educators are able to benefit from
digital technology in education. It is
structured around four essential
and interrelated objectives:






Develop the skills and confidence
of educators in the appropriate
and effective use of digital
technology to support learning
and teaching.
Improve access to digital
technology for all learners.
Ensure that digital technology is a
central consideration in all areas of
curriculum and assessment delivery.
Empower leaders of change to drive
innovation and investment in digital
technology for teaching

and

learning.
For us as a school, the focus will be to
ensure those who need access to IT
and internet do so, as well as ensuring
staff, pupils and families build the skills
they need. We now have govt funded
laptops in school that can be loaned to
families in need.

have been emailed out to our
families this week 😊

Breakfast Club
Provision & School
Lunches
Our breakfast club provision
starts again after the October
break. We will be operating
with reduced numbers and we
may need to offer reduced
number of days for some
families, so would ask that you
only apply if you really need a
place and for the days you
need. Places are £2 per day
and free if you are in receipt of
free school meals and clothing
grants. Breakfast will be a
bagged breakfast. We ask that
parents drop children at the
dining hall door (handover to
staff) and all COVID
procedures must be followed
e.g. masks worn, hands
sanitized on entry. Please
check your emails as details

October
19th – new term begins
Please note we go back to a 9am
start and 3.15pm finish for
everyone!
21st – School photographer in class
photos
23rd – Wear Red Day – BLM
Assembly

School lunches will change to hot
lunches after the holidays. The
new menu has been emailed out
to parents. Our P4-7 classes will
eat in the dining hall, 2 year
groups at a time. Classes will eat
at tables together. We have
been practising the new process
this week in readiness for term 2.

2020/21
Communication
Strategy

home and we will be more
environmentally friendly by
saving lots of paper. Please
remember that parents should
not be popping into school at the
moment – any visits to see staff
etc should be on an appointment
basis only, please call the school
or use the new school email
downfieldprimary@dundeeschool
s.scot. Due to COVID-19 we are
unable to arrange parent contact
appointments as yet, but an
interim pupil progress report will
be sent out in November and we
are always at the end of a phone
or dojo message if you need us!

Staffing Update: A BIG welcome to
our new staff:
We are delighted to welcome some new

We are changing the way that we
communicate with parents. Our
main form of communication will
now be email. We will use
Messenger 5 email and text to
send out information to parents.
Please ensure we have up to
date email details for you. Class
teachers will also share learning
and reminders via dojo, but
letters etc will no longer be via
school bag drops – meaning
letters won’t
get ‘lost’ on
the way

staff to our team this term and next. Miss
Halliburton is our new Office Admin, Miss
Donald who is a pupil support assistant
joining us after Oct holidays, Mr Hatton is
our new Nurture teacher, Miss Gillies
teaches Music and also takes support for
learning groups, Mrs Park provides teacher
absence over for classes and support for
learning groups, Mrs Angie Meek is our
new nursery Senior EYP, Miss Rebecca
Riddell, Ms Leanne McDonald and Mrs
Jenny Blackburn have also joined our
nursery team. Welcome to you all!

Please note that we plan to trial a
December

November

return to our regular start times

15/16/17th – Class Christmas parties –

all snacks
providedwith
by school
after the school
holidays
both

16th – Parent partnership meeting 6pm
on Zoom

– Christmas
Panto instarting
school
the purple and22blue
groups
nd

24th - Flu Vaccinations day

‘Jack & The Beanstalk’ (TBC)

at 9am and finishing at 3.15pm.

27th Interim pupil progress reports go out
to parents

Given the number of pupils who

will be entering and leaving school

NURSERY VANDALISM - A HUGE thank you to all parents and our PP who have given support to the
at the
same
time,
it isofreally
nursery following the vandalism a few weeks ago. The police have
been
given the
names
the
culprits and parents have donated a healthy fund to redevelop the space. THANK YOU!

important that parents and carers

Email : downfieldprimary@dundeeschools.scot
on Facebook too!

or follow us
on twitter: the
twitter.com/downfieldps
Findus:
us
consider
following to help

 P4-7 pupils come into school grounds independently if they can, and
parents drop and go at the gate if they can
 One adult per family in playground if you do come into the school
grounds
 Parents to do not congregate at the gates please. This was highlighted
in the parental survey as causing anxiety for some in terms of lack of
social distancing being observed
 The nursery gate is to be used by nursery and P1 parents/pupils only to
enter the school. No one should exit through this gate and a strict one
way system should be observed AT ALL TIMES
 We really appreciate parents wearing face masks and staff have been
instructed to wear them too. It helps those who have underlying health
conditions feel safer at drop off and pick up times.
 Any parents in the school grounds should observe social distancing
 We ask that P1-3 parents do not catch teaching staff in the morning at
9am and leave any messages of discussions for 3.15pm or dojo.
Priority for staff at 9am is to ensure the children are all coming into class
and are observing COVID procedures.
 Leadership team and staff will still be around from around 8.45am
outside and again at 3.15pm.
 Any families who have travelled abroad over Oct break observe the
guidance re isolation on return.
If we do not follow the guidance and find that going back to our 9am and
3.15pm pick up seems to not be working, we will be forced to reinstate the
staggered start. Let’s please work together to keep our school community
as safe as we can. We do not want a COVID outbreak at Downfield and do
not want to have to isolate classes or indeed have to close our school!
STAY SAFE EVERYONE – AND ENJOY YOUR OCTOBER BREAK. SEE YOU
ALL BACK WITH US ON THE 19th!
Best wishes,

Mrs Karen Emmett 😊
Learning from Lockdown Parental Survey

Parent comments :
All teachers and staff should wear masks

Parents not following social distancing rules
Change the times that the children finish so they all get a go at a 9.15 start of 3pm finish
Appreciative of staff for making this transition smooth.
I feel my children are cared for.
My daughter started P1 this year and despite lockdown and none of the usual transition events, the school
has done a fantastic job at making sure she feels safe and settled..
The systems in place to deal with covid have been great and I’ve felt fully informed at all times.
I think bullying in P6 needs to be addressed.
You are all doing a great job – thank you.
Breakfast clubs need to reopen. They don’t need to provide food as the after school club is open and that
is not fair.
More parents now wearing masks in the playground. Thank you.
I thought that parents entering the playground are supposed to be wearing masks but every day I see the
majority of people aren’t doing so when collecting children. Need a big sign at the main gate reminding
everyone.
Good communication from school.
Thank you to the leadership team at the gates interacting with parents and families. The staggered starts
have worked well.
I feel that with the covid cases at OOSC I would have appreciated more information on what the OOSC
actually is and why social distancing measures in pace obviously differ from the schools measures. Other
than that my child has settled very well and really enjoying being back at school. Thanks for all your hard
work.
I think that the way the school had done the 2 start times has been great and doesn’t seem to be too busy.
Make sure adults wear masks and keep their distance.
Having some workbooks or structured learning plans available for each class that could be handed out if a
child is required to quarantine would be beneficial for home schooling.
Face masks in the school grounds if entering the actual school.
I feel that parents are mainly not social distancing at the gates, there are crowds of people when walking
to pick up my kids.
Anyone entering the playground should wear a mask.
Would like the children to be able to enter from any gate and not walk past crowds of people.
One way system is counterintuitive….parents are not using the P1 path properly…Supposed to be one
way…..

I do not agree with having to wear a mask in the school yard…..lots of parents less than 2m, some clearly
flouting the rules.
Don’t really feel anything needs improved….all staff are doing well and children .
Some children playing with others from other classes.
Bit worried about the changes regarding P1 homework……we are out of the loop….
I feel that my child isn’t getting the help that he needs and would like it if things were done so that he can
get on further than we’re at the moment.
Strongly against the 60% hand sanitisers that you feel the school must put on their hands…. I cannot take
my daughter out of school for lunch. My daughter is a distracted eater and I have no idea if she is eating
all her food or not.
Ask parents not to gather at the gates please. My daughter doesn’t like walking out when there are so
many adults there.
Adults should be asked to wear masks. …. Sometimes we are the only people wearing them apart from all
the teachers. We think the school has done really well, particularly impressed how you did not over react
to the people who did over react to the person that has allegedly tested positive at the after school club.
Heard some parents saying their kids wouldn’t be back until the school was deep cleaned….probably
same people going to restaurants and pubs etc. Think the school has done extremely well and my
granddaughter is delighted to be back. Thank you.
Consistency as some days hand washing and some days not. Alcohol gel works but can dry out hands.
Please explain need for parents to wear masks when outdoor for pick up/drop off. This rule is not consistent
with govt guidelines.
Can cones go back out please? People are still parking on zig zags!

